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Dear Willow Bank Parents and Carers,

As we approach the Easter break, we wanted to take a moment to extend our warmest wishes to you and your
families for a truly relaxing and joyous holiday season. We hope this time brings you closer together, filled with
laughter, love, and cherished memories.

Publishing Week Success: Throughout this week, our children have demonstrated our
core values of resilience and aspiration as they diligently focused on their final writing
outcomes from this half-term. These will be proudly displayed around the school
after the Easter break, a testament to their hard work and dedication.

Magnolia Class Easter Bonnet Parade: Our school was filled with joy and creativity this
morning as Magnolia Class hosted their Easter bonnet parade in the hall! Over the past
week, the children have been working on their designs and crafting their own unique
Easter bonnets. A big thank you to everyone who joined us for this special event!

Collaboration with Thamesmead Consortium: This week, we had the
pleasure of welcoming teachers and leaders from local Thamesmead
schools as part of the Thamesmead Consortium. Together, we shared
resources and ideas aimed at enhancing teaching and learning
experiences for every child in our Thamesmead community. 

Farewells and Welcomes: Today, we bid a fond farewell to three of our valued teaching
assistants: Mr. J, Ms. Arunkumar, and Ms. Blackman. We are immensely grateful for their
dedication, kindness, and support throughout their time at WBP and wish them all the
best in their future endeavours. We will be welcoming some new staff after the Easter
break: Mr. Derenevsky, Ms. Farquhar, and the return of Ms. Donkor. We are looking
forward to have them join our team and contribute to the continued success of our school
community.
Easter Break and Return Date: Finally, as we embark on the Easter break, we hope you take this time to relax
and recharge. We look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 15th April.

Wishing you all a peaceful, joyous, and egg-citing Easter break!

Warm regards,

Mrs Oldfield and the WBP Team 

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Year 1

Year 2 Year 3

Year R

This term Reception have been learning ball skills
within games and have been practising the skills of
throwing and catching a ball. They have brought this
skill into their provision and have been practising
during choosing times too. 

This half term we have been learning about basic
cricket skills including throwing and catching
accurately, working together in partners to throw and
catch the ball safely and using eye coordination to
catch the ball whilst moving. 

In PE lessons in year 3, we have been working on our
balance as well as different ways in which we can  
move around in gymnastics. Initially, we started off by
practising our balances. Once we began to feel
confident doing this, we started to look at different
ways in which we could move across different
apparatus to incorporate these into our own
choreographed routines. 

This term in PE, the children in Year 1 have been
exploring dance linked to their history topic of
Pirates. The children learnt how to use their body to
create theme related shapes, movement and actions.
Within these lessons the children showed fantastic
team work by listening to other people’s ideas whilst
also vocalising their own thoughts when creating
their own pirate dance. 



2 9 T H  M A R C H  2 0 2 4  I S S U E  2 5

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Year 4 Year 5

Year 6
OUR CORE VALUE FOROUR CORE VALUE FOROUR CORE VALUE FOR   

SPRING 2 ISSPRING 2 ISSPRING 2 IS

RESILIENCERESILIENCERESILIENCE   

This term in indoor PE, children in year 5 are
developing their swimming skills so that they can put
the ideas of personal survival and self-rescue into
practise by swimming confidently. In outdoor PE, they
have been learning how to play cricket. They are also
improving their hand-eye coordination, strength, and
ball-handling abilities. 

In Year 4, as part of our
physical education
curriculum, we have been
enthusiastically exploring a
diverse array of yoga poses,
discovering the benefits of
mindfulness and physical
well-being. Here are some of
our favourite poses that
we've been practising and
perfecting in class.

In Year 6, children have learnt the rules of cricket.
With makeshift stumps and a well-worn ball, they
eagerly formed teams, their faces alive with
anticipation.  They learned not only the rules of cricket
but also the essence of teamwork, sportsmanship and
the joy of friendly competition. Children learnt about
the different types of equipments that are used in
Cricket.
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 94.0% Yew - 95.0%

Hornbeam - 93.0% Redwood - 91.4%

  Laburnum - 99.0% Almond - 96.0%

Hazel - 97.0% Walnut - 94.0%

Larch - 94.0% Sycamore - 97.0% 

`

                                                       Key Dates
Next week:
Thursday 28/03/2024: - last day of Spring term

Upcoming events: 
Monday 15/04/2024: - First day of Summer 1 term
Thursday 18/04/2024: - Whole school Parent Reading morning
Friday 19/04/2024: - Y3 Redwood Class Sharing Assembly

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

W e a r e  l ook i ng  f o r  Read  w i th  Me  vo l un t ee r s  a t
W i l l ow  Bank !  The se  vo l un t ee r s  w i l l  v i s i t  ou r
EYFS ,  KS1  and  KS2  c l a s s rooms  and  l i s t en  to  ou r
ch i l d r en  r ead .

I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  vo l un t ee r i ng  w i t h  u s  f o r
30  m i nu t e s  o r  an  hou r  ea ch  week ,  t hen  p l ea se
pop  i n to  t he  o f f i c e  t o  e xp r e s s  you r  i n t e r e s t  and
p i c k  up  ou r  app l i c a t i on  pack .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning

Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

A reminder that we have our Chance To Chat.
As a school we provide ongoing support for the children’s wellbeing and mental heath to which one of the methods is they
can fill out a form while in school to express their worries. The form then gets placed in the ‘Chance to chat’ box where it
will be addressed by the wellbeing team.
We also have an online form which is located on the school website named ‘Chance to chat’.
The children can complete the form if they are worried about something or need some advice? A member of staff will get
back to the child at school.

Please copy the link below and paste in the search bar and it will direct you straight to the form.

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MvrWB2Z-r0qnuEuN-
giOI1CAPQc0X4RFje43giTliLNUOE5BWUFISE40VjBXODZYRVFITlNXVzZYNCQlQCN0PWcu

School Reminder
School gates close at precisely 8:50am, after this time, entrance is via the school office and signing

your child/children on the screen.




