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Dear Parents and Carers,
We hope this newsletter finds you well. As we approach the end of the Autumn 1 half term, we want to take a moment to
express our gratitude for your support and involvement in your child's education.

A Big Thank You!
Your dedication to your child's learning journey does not go unnoticed, and we appreciate
the time and effort you invest in their growth and development. Whether it is helping with
weekly homework, attending parent coffee mornings , volunteering your time at our parent
reading mornings, or simply ensuring your child is prepared for each school day, your
support is invaluable.

The Importance of Daily Reading

Secondary Transfer Application Support

As we approach the end of this half term, we are aware that many of you may be preparing for the
secondary transfer application process. A reminder that the deadline for submitting secondary
transfer applications is Tuesday 31st October 2023. If you require any assistance or have questions
regarding the application process, please do not hesitate to speak to us so we can ensure a smooth
and successful transition to secondary school for your child. Mrs Edgar is also offering support to
parents over the half term break if you wish to make an appointment to come in and complete your
online application. 

We would like to remind you of the crucial role daily reading plays in your child's educational
progress. Reading is not only a fundamental skill that directly impacts progress and
attainment across all curriculum areas, but also a gateway to knowledge and imagination. By
reading with your child every day for just 15 minutes, you not only enhance their language
skills but also foster a love of learning. Encourage your child to explore different genres,
discover new worlds, and embrace the joy of reading – whether it is reading a book, a recipe, a
newspaper or an online blog. Every 5 minutes of reading also enables them to complete a
segment on their reading passport and helps them on their way to becoming one of our
Reading Ambassadors.

Finally, there are lots of exciting and free events taking place in Thamesmead over the half term
break. Please visit https://www.thamesmeadnow.org.uk/news/october-half-term-activities-in-
thamesmead/ for ideas for days out including a free half term arts and crafts activity on Tump 53
Nature Reserve and a mushroom hunt in Crossway Park!

Wishing you a restful half-term break.

Best wishes,
Mrs Oldfield and the WBP Team 

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Year 1 

Year 2 Year 3

In writing this term we have focused on a variety of
books; The Colour Monster, Super Duper You and The
Same but different too. We have been labelling our
emotions, labelling our body parts and drawing ourselves
so we can see what is the same and different. The
children have also been learning to write their name as
part of their early morning work and during phonics we
are learning to write our new sounds and everyday
words.

EYFS

This term in writing, Year 1 have been inspired by the
book The Jolly Postman. They used this inspiration to
write their own apology letter from the Big Bad wolf to
the Three Little Pigs for blowing their house down. They
used their new learning skills of capital letters, pronouns,
and adjectives to help them achieve.

This half term, we have written magical tales based
around the book “Yokki and the Parno Gry” by Richard
O’Neill. The story is about an enchanted white horse who
inspires and brings joy to a Traveller family in need. We
have been focusing on using punctuation in our
sentences and expanded noun phrases. 

In writing in Year 3, we have been looking at fiction
portal stories. The children have been reading Stone
Age Boy and have then written their own versions of
this story. They have used figurative language,
prepositions openers and expanded noun phrases
to achieve this. 
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Year 5

Year 6

Year 4

In Year 4, our core text was 'Who Let The Gods Out' by Maz
Evans. This linked with our topic based on Ancient Greece.
We used this text as inspiration to write a character
description as our incidental write and then our own
mythical tales as our final writing outcome. We worked
hard on including similes and metaphors within our
descriptions.

For this term’s writing outcome in year 5, the children
were inspired by Macbeth, making strong arguments,
back up with evidence from the play, concerning King
Duncan's murderer. They critically analysed each of the
play’s main characters - Macbeth, Lady Macbeth, and the
witches - to determine who was the real villain and
deserving of blame.  During their learning, as incidental
writing, the children also composed informal letters and
witch spell poems. 

Year 6 have been studying the text, Race to the Frozen
North by Catherine Johnson. The story is a retelling of
Matthew Henson’s life, the first black man to reach the
North Pole. Matthew had a tough childhood and the
children wrote first-person narratives about his escape
from his abusive step-mother’s house and his journey to a
new life in Washington D.C. The children worked hard to
include adverbials, ‘show not tell’, subordinate clauses
and speech in their writing. 

OUR CORE VALUEOUR CORE VALUEOUR CORE VALUE
FOR AUTUMN 2 ISFOR AUTUMN 2 ISFOR AUTUMN 2 IS

INTEGRITYINTEGRITYINTEGRITY   
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We are so excited to
announce that we will be
back holding our popular
football camp this October
half term at Northumberland
Heath Primary school. As well
as announcing the GRAND
OPENING of our Multi sports
camp which will also be
starting this October and be
held at Limewood Primary
school. All details are shown
on the leaflet attached below.
With new amazing deals and
offers which you don't want to
miss. To sign up please drop
us a message or email, we
look forward to seeing you all
there! 
Please contact me on:
Phone - 07539 016184
Email -
little.achievers@outlook.com

This activity takes place at Bexleyheath Academy
on Saturday mornings.
This year we were able to form three girls football
teams from this initiative.
We do, however, have some vacancies in our
School Year 5 age group.
We give our time free of charge for the benefit of
the children and are not a commercial
organisation in any way.

1- SPORTS
(footbaII, dodgeball, basketball,
cricket, tennis & much more)
2· DANCE/GYMNASTICS
& TRAMPOLINING

info@gtcentreofsport.com
. 01322-333157 I 07816537127

www.gtcentreofsport.com
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 94% Yew - 87%

Hornbeam - 99% Redwood - 97%

  Laburnum - 92% Almond - 97%

Hazel - 96% Walnut - 93%

Larch - 90% Sycamore - 92% 

`
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Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t
W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r  E Y F S ,
K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n
r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s
f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e
p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d
p i c k  u p  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning
Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

Key Dates

Next week: 
half term: Monday
23/10/2023 - Friday
27/10/2023. 

Forthcoming dates:
First day of term: Monday
30/10/2023


