
1 3 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3 ,  I S S U E  1 5

Respect  Integrity  Kindness  Resilience  Aspiration  Curiosity

@willowbankpri

Willow Bank Primary

D e a r  P a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s ,

I  h o p e  y o u  h a v e  h a d  a  g o o d  w e e k .

T h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  t h o s e  p a r e n t s  t h a t  a t t e n d e d  o u t  Y e a r  6  S A T s  m e e t i n g  t h i s  w e e k .
I t  w a s  f a n t a s t i c  t o  s e e  s o  m a n y  o f  y o u  i n  t h e  s e s s i o n  i n  w h i c h  M r  P o o l e  a n d  M s
O m o l l o  s h a r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  a s s e s s m e n t s  i n  t h e  s u m m e r
t e r m  a n d  h o w  b e s t  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  h o m e  a s  t h e y  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  m o n t h s .  I f  y o u  m i s s e d  t h e
m e e t i n g ,  w e  a r e  h a p p y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  s l i d e s  s h a r e d  s o  y o u  c a n  r e a d
t h e m  a t  y o u r  l e i s u r e ,  p l e a s e  p o p  i n  o r  c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e .  

W e  w i l l  a l s o  b e  h o l d i n g  a  m e e t i n g  o n  T u e s d a y  2 4 t h  J a n u a r y  a t  3 : 3 0 p m  f o r  Y e a r  4
p a r e n t s  i n  w h i c h  M i s s  O y e b a n j i  a n d  M r s  A d e e l  w i l l  b e  t a l k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m a t
o f  t h e  M u l t i p l i c a t i o n  T a b l e s  C h e c k  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  t e r m  a s  w e l l  a s  h o w  d a i l y
p r a c t i c e  a t  h o m e  a n d  a t  s c h o o l  c a n  r e a l l y  h e l p  e m b e d  t h i s  k n o w l e d g e  f o r  l i f e .

N e x t  w e e k ,  w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  j o i n i n g  s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  t h e
O 2  a r e n a  f o r  t h e  Y o u n g  V o i c e s  c h o i r  e v e n t .  C h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  a t t e n d i n g  c h o i r
c l u b  w i t h  M r s  M a s h e d e r  s i n c e  S e p t e m b e r  l e a r n i n g  a n d  r e h e a r s i n g  t h e  s o n g s ,  s o
t h e y  a r e  p i t c h  p e r f e c t  o n  t h e  d a y .  W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  l e t t i n g  y o u  k n o w
h o w  w e  g o t  o n  i n  n e x t  w e e k ’ s  n e w s l e t t e r .

F i n a l l y  a  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  a l l  p a r e n t s  f o r  r e a d i n g  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d  a t  h o m e  e v e r y
d a y .  I t  r e a l l y  m a k e s  a  h u g e  d i f f e r e n c e  t o  y o u r  c h i l d ’ s  c o n f i d e n c e ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e
a n d  p r o g r e s s  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  o f  j u s t  1 0  m i n u t e s  a r e  p u t  a s i d e  t o
s h a r e  a  b o o k  d a i l y  w i t h  y o u r  c h i l d .  

W i s h i n g  y o u  a l l  a  l o v e l y  w e e k e n d .
B e s t  w i s h e s ,

M r s  O l d f i e l d
H e a d t e a c h e r  

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
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Y e a r  1  a r e  e n j o y i n g  r e a d i n g  ‘ B e e g u ’  a s  t h e i r  b o o k  f o r  t h i s  t e r m .  A f t e r  e x p l o r i n g
s t r a n g e  o c c u r r e n c e s  l a s t  w e e k  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  h o o k ,  t h e y  h a v e  e n j o y e d  d e l v i n g
d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  s t o r y  t h i s  w e e k .  Y e a r  1  h a v e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  d r a m a  i n t o  r e t e l l i n g
t h e  s t o r y  a n d  h a v e  c o n f i d e n t l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a v e  u n f o l d e d .

O s s i r i  a n d  t h e  B a l a  M e n g r o

Y e a r  2  h a v e  e n j o y e d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t  d i f f e r e n t
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  t r a v e l l e r  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h
i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s t o r y  o f  O s s i r i  a n d  t h e  B a l a
M e n g r o .  T h e y  h a v e  s h o w n  g r e a t  k n o w l e d g e  o f
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  u s i n g  t h e  t e x t  a n d
p i c t u r e s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  p r e d i c t  w h a t  c o u l d  h a p p e n
i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  T h e y  h a v e  a l s o  e n j o y e d  a s k i n g  q u e s t i o n s
a b o u t  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o
g a i n  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .   



T h e  P e b b l e  i n  m y  P o c k e t

Y e a r  3  h a d  f u n  p r e t e n d i n g  t o  b e  s c i e n t i s t s  l a s t
w e e k  i n  t h e i r  h o o k ,  w h e r e  t h e y  d i s c o v e r e d
d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r o c k s .  T h i s  w e e k  t h e y  h a v e
b e e n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  r e a d i n g  s t r a t e g y  o f  p r e d i c t i o n ,
w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  s k i l l s  n e e d e d
i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  a  r e a s o n a b l e  p r e d i c t i o n  a b o u t
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  s e t t i n g ,  a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  t h e
s t o r y .   

J o u r n e y  t o  t h e  R i v e r  S e a

Y e a r  4  a r e  e n j o y i n g  t h e i r  b o o k  f o r  t h i s  t e r m .  T h e y  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r  a n d
b l u r b  t o  e n a b l e  t h e m  t o  m a k e  p r e d i c t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s t o r y  a n d  h a v e  c a r e f u l l y
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s k i l l s  n e e d e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a k e  t h e m .  T h i s  w e e k ,  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n
u s i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g y  o f  q u e s t i o n i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  i n
t h e  s t o r y  a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s .  
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Y e a r  5  a r e  c u r r e n t l y
r e a d i n g  a  F o l k t a l e
b a s e d  a r o u n d  t h e i r
t o p i c  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,
a n d  h a v e  s h o w n
c o n f i d e n c e  i n  b e i n g
a b l e  t o  m a k e
c o n n e c t i o n s  b a s e d
a r o u n d  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t
h a v e  u n f o l d e d  i n  t h e
s t o r y .  T h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g
f o r w a r d  t o
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e
c h a r a c t e r s  e v e n  f u r t h e r
a n d  w i l l  u s e  ‘ h o t
s e a t i n g ’  t o  q u e s t i o n
t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  L u c i a
a n d  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  a n d
g a i n  a  d e e p e r
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r
r o l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  s t o r y
a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  t h e y
w i l l  h a v e .  

Y e a r  6  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  e x p l o r i n g  a  v a r i e t y  o f
s h o r t  s t o r i e s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  r e a d i n g  t h i s
t e r m .  T h e y  a r e  p r a c t i s i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t
s k i l l s  n e e d e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a d  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d  a  t e x t ,  i n c l u d i n g  q u e s t i o n i n g .
T h r o u g h  s k i m  r e a d i n g ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e
t e x t s ,  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  v o c a b u l a r y ,  t h e
c h i l d r e n  a r e  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  o r a c y  a n d
w r i t t e n  s k i l l s  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e
i n  a c c e s s i n g  u n f a m i l i a r  t e x t s .  
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INCLUSION AT WILLOW BANK 



Repeating sounds and words: When a child makes a mistake with their words or sounds, repeat the sentence back correctly so that they can
understand where the mistake happened. E.g., ‘I goed to the shops.’ you repeat back, ‘You went to the shops?’
Plan out talking time: The best way to support communication, is to communicate more. Choosing an everyday activity and turning it into a
conversation is a great way to support communication.
Giving time: In a conversation with a child, give more time between turn-taking. This is to let the child process the meaning of what they have
heard and think of what to say
Helping out: Have your children help with putting the grocery shopping away. Ask them what each product and ask them where they belong in
the kitchen.
Watch TV together: Watch your child’s favourite tv show, then have them retell you what happened in the show.

Use visuals to support understanding: There are a wide range of different visual cues, so pick one that is best matched to the situation and the
child’s level. E.g., photos, picture-drawing, videos, signs, etc.
Don’t pretend to understand: Encourage your child to find another way to communicate their message if it’s not the correct way.
Expand your child’s expressive language: Repeat back what the child has said and then add in one or two extra words. E.g., the child says, ‘She’s
got a bike.’ and you say ‘Yes, she’s got a new red bike.’

It’s not always easy to think of ways to help develop your child’s speech and language skills especially when family life is so busy.
We asked our speech and language therapists for some quick tips to help.
Here are their ideas for working on speech and language skills that are quick to implement at home:
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 94.8% Yew - 87.3%

Hornbeam - 92.3% Mulberry - 96.2%

Alder - 91.4% Redwood - 100%

Laburnum - 94.1% Almond - 100%

Hazel - 95.0% Walnut - 97.0%

Larch - 98.0% Sycamore - 98.0%

THUNK OF THE WEEK

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

WELLBEING

Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning



Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 



5 T H  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3 ,  I S S U E  1 4

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

A t  W i l l o w  B a n k  w e  l o v e  t o  s h a r e  t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t s  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  m a k e  b o t h
i n  a n d  o u t  o f  s c h o o l .  M e r c e d e s  a t t e n d s  a  K a r a t e  c l u b  a n d  h a s  a c h i e v e d  a  f i r s t
p l a c e  m e d a l  a n d  a  t r o p h y  f o r  ‘ B e s t  E f f o r t ’ .  
W e l l  D o n e  a n d  w e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e e i n g  y o u  a c h i e v e  m a n y  m o r e !  

I f  y o u r  c h i l d  h a s  a  s p e c i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t h e m  t o  s h a r e ,
p l e a s e  s p e a k  t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  t e a c h e r .  



Cosy
Corner

Come in for:
• Free tea and coffee
• Energy saving advice •
Use of charging points
• Cost of living support 
and advice

Everyone
is welcome!

For more information:

www.peabody.org.uk/cosy-corners
JN: MKT_22_011/MARCH2022

Peabody is delighted to announce that Cosy Corners have been introduced at some of our community centres. These are dedicated for the
most vulnerable members of the community, for example, the elderly, isolated, and families who are struggling with energy bills or
finances. 
Each Cosy Corner offers something a little different. But whichever of our community centres people visit, they can find a warm and
friendly space to relax, keep warm and get advice about staying warm this winter. People will also be able to visit a Cosy Corner for:
• free tea and coffee
• energy saving advice
• use of charging points
• get support and advice about cost of living 
People can also speak to our community centre teams to find out about any other support we can offer you and your family.


