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@willowbankpri

Willow Bank Primary

Dear Parents and Carers,

We are fast approaching the end of our first half term and the children have been busy this week
publishing their writing outcomes  for their class floor books. These will be proudly displayed in
class book corners so children can enjoy reading them in the weeks and years to come. 

Today we also welcomed Eddie from Jubilee Books who visited
classes to speak to the children about their favourite authors and  
books . He will then compile a bespoke selection for each
classroom book corner to encourage all our children to develop a
love of reading for pleasure. 

Across the Woodland Academy Trust, leaders from our sister schools of
Peareswood, Knockhall, Northumberland Heath and  Limewood have  been coming
together to visit each of the schools in turn to enable us to share good practice,
forge positive relationships to enable collaborative activities to take place. 

This morning Larch class shared their learning from this half term with parents and the
school. The children articulated their knowledge with confidence and clarity. We
learned all about their core text which tells the true story of Matthew Henson, a black
explorer whose achievements and courage were not recognised alongside his
colleagues 

Finally, following valuable feedback from a parent, we will be sharing a parent
survey next week asking whether you would prefer our school lunches to be made
using Halal meat. We have been a pork free school for several years to make our
menus more inclusive and are aware that many of our children would have more
choice each day if Halal meat was used. 
Wishing you all a relaxing weekend.

Best wishes,
Mrs Oldfield and the WBP team.

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
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Year 1 

Year 2

Year 3

This term, in Geography Year
1 began to explore where we
lived and looked at different
locations in our surrounding
area. We used Google Maps
and Google Earth to help us
explore our favourite places
that we know and talked
about why we liked them. 

Our big question for history this term has been “What makes Thamesmead special?”  

We looked at several historic sites within the local area, including the Royal Arsenal and Crossness Pumping
Station. We have also been looking at where local people live. We were lucky enough to invite a visitor from
the Traveller community which linked with our literacy text, where he explained their rich and interesting
history in the local area.  The children were really excited about the visit and it really helped our children to
understand differences in the community.
Our learning journey also included a visit to The Nest library and listened to a talk about the development of
Thamesmead; exploring several local artefacts, including maps and historical documents. 

In History, Year 3 have been looking at
significant changes in human history. We have
gone back to the Stone Age and have examined
the three different eras, the Stone Age, Bronze
Age, and Iron Age. 

We have been identifying the similarities and
differences between these three eras.
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Year 5

Year 6

Year 4

In Year 4, our young historians have been on an
exciting journey through ancient Greece,
exploring the contrasting worlds of Athens and
Sparta. They've delved into the past to uncover
the unique qualities that set these two city-
states apart.
Through engaging lessons and lively
discussions, our students have discovered that
Athens was known for its thriving democracy,
emphasis on education, and artistic
achievements. On the other hand, they've also
learned that Sparta was famed for its
disciplined warrior culture, where physical
strength and military prowess were highly
prized.

In History this term, we have been learning
about the major events throughout the Tudor
reign. We have been identifying cause, effect,
and consequence to understand the sequence of
events, as well as examining primary sources
through portraiture to ascertain further insight
into the monarchy and how they approached the
role as monarchs.

Year 6 have been learning about the Polar regions this
term: we visited the Polar Worlds exhibition at the
National Maritime Museum, explored the similarities
and differences between the Arctic and Antarctica,
learnt why the Antarctic is so much colder than the
Arctic, researched the geographical features of the
continent of Antarctica, and examined the advantages
and disadvantages that extreme tourism can bring to
the areas.

Our text, ‘Race to the Frozen North’ was a great
opportunity for the pupils to examine history and
question how it has been influenced in the past from a
western viewpoint.  We looked at how different races
have been represented and discussed how accurate
this had been.
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We are so excited to
announce that we will be
back holding our popular
football camp this October
half term at Northumberland
Heath Primary school. As well
as announcing the GRAND
OPENING of our Multi sports
camp which will also be
starting this October and be
held at Limewood Primary
school. All details are shown
on the leaflet attached below.
With new amazing deals and
offers which you don't want to
miss. To sign up please drop
us a message or email, we
look forward to seeing you all
there! 
Please contact me on:
Phone - 07539 016184
Email -
little.achievers@outlook.com

This activity takes place at Bexleyheath Academy
on Saturday mornings.
This year we were able to form three girls football
teams from this initiative.
We do, however, have some vacancies in our
School Year 5 age group.
We give our time free of charge for the benefit of
the children and are not a commercial
organisation in any way.

1- SPORTS
(footbaII, dodgeball, basketball,
cricket, tennis & much more)
2· DANCE/GYMNASTICS
& TRAMPOLINING

info@gtcentreofsport.com
. 01322-333157 I 07816537127

www.gtcentreofsport.com
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 97% Yew - 84%

Hornbeam - 91% Redwood - 94%

  Laburnum - 97% Almond - 96%

Hazel - 95% Walnut - 96%

Larch - 91% Sycamore - 94% 

`
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Don’t forget that your child should be reading with you every day at
home and sign in the diary when you have done so. It is helpful to
write which page they have read up to and maybe even a short
comment on how well they did with reading/answering questions.
Adults will be checking reading records everyday.

W e  a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  R e a d  w i t h  M e  v o l u n t e e r s  a t
W i l l o w  B a n k !  T h e s e  v o l u n t e e r s  w i l l  v i s i t  o u r  E Y F S ,
K S 1  a n d  K S 2  c l a s s r o o m s  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n
r e a d .  I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  v o l u n t e e r i n g  w i t h  u s
f o r  3 0  m i n u t e s  o r  a n  h o u r  e a c h  w e e k ,  t h e n  p l e a s e
p o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  t o  e x p r e s s  y o u r  i n t e r e s t  a n d
p i c k  u p  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o n  p a c k .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning
Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

Key Dates

Next week: 
Tuesday 17.10.2023 -
Reception Parents Coffee
Morning 9am - 10am

Every Thursday morning- Y5
Swimming

Forthcoming dates:
half term: Monday
23/10/2023 - Friday
27/10/2023. 
First day of term: Monday
30/10/2023


