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We have had a fantastic ‘Reading for Pleasure Week’ filled with exciting activities to inspire a
Llifelong love of books! The children started the week with a special assembly where staff shared
their favourite books and stories, sparking wonderful discussions and enthusiasm for reading.

On Tuesday, our Buddy Reading session saw children enjoying stories together, fostering a sense
of community and shared enjoyment of literature. Yesterday, we celebrated World Book Day
with a jam-packed schedule of events. A huge thank you to all the parents who joined us for
our whole-school Parent Reading Morning—it was wonderful to see so many of you sharing the
joy of books with the children. The children also had a special story time with different teachers
and took part in our spectacular Vocabulary Parade, where they proudly showcased their
imaginative and creative outfits inspired by words.

A special thank you to everyone who entered our Extreme Reading photo competition! We have loved seeing
the unusual and creative places your children have been enjoying their books, from inside a wardrobe to
reading while doing gymnastics, at the shops, on the stairs, and even in the bath!

" have had great fun trying to guess which staff members were reading poems in disguise!

In other news, eight of our Year 5 and Year 6 girls attended the Charlton Athletic National
Women's Day Event at Thamesmead Sporting Club, accompanied by Mrs Adeel and Mr Derenevsky.
They had a fantastic time meeting girls from other local schools, taking part in workshops, and
playing in a football tournament. Well done to all who participated!

Dﬂ'ﬂ“t ?0%& Looking ahead to next week, children in Years 2-6 will be completing their spring term assessments in
N reading, writing, and maths. Teachers are also looking forward to meeting with parents during our
?ﬁ-re“ upcoming Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress and next steps. Please remember to book

1 EUEN“%‘ your Parents’ Evening appointment via Arbor if you haven’t already.

Best wishes,
Mrs Oldfield and the Willow Bank Team
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This week, the reception class has been focusing on a fun
and engaging math activity where we practiced matching
our number numerals to the correct amount of objects,
up to 20. Using the classroom whiteboard and iPads, the
children had the opportunity to explore numbers in an
interactive way. They worked on identifying the number
written as a numeral and then matched it with the
corresponding quantity of objects. This activity not only
helped them reinforce their understanding of numbers
but also allowed them to develop important counting
skills, visual recognition, and fine motor abilities. The use
of technology, like iPads, made the learning experience
even more engaging and dynamic, encouraging active
participation from every child.
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In Year 1 we revisited how to stay safe online by learning
about the importance of keeping personal information
private, recognising trusted adults, and knowing what to
do if they encounter something that makes them feel
uncomfortable.

The children were then introduced to coding by learning
the basics of giving clear instructions to a computer.
They explored how commands are used to make
something happen, such as moving a character in a
game or drawing a shape. We then gave each other
using instructions using voice record!
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In Year 2, children develop their understanding of
algorithms by learning that they are sets of step-by-
step instructions. They explore how to create and follow
simple sequences, debug errors, and understand why
precise instructions are important in coding.

Activity
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Question 1: Why is the order of commemds importent in coding?
« a) It is not important at all

* b) It confuses the computer

+ ¢} It mekes the commands longer
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This term, year 3 have started to explore the world of
coding! They have been using the app Swift Playgrounds.
Whilst using Swift, the children have started to learn the
fundamentals of coding and the importance of checking
their codes to ensure they work correctly.

All About
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This term, Year 4 has been exploring coding using Swift In year 5 we are exploring HTML functions. This week we
Playgrounds! The children have been developing their looked at a string of code and how to put it inside tags.

computational thinking skills by solving puzzles and
creating simple programs.

New Learning

So the full string would look like this:

<pick up toothbrush>
<add toothpaste>
</add toothpaste>
<turn en tap>

</pick up toothbrus|
</turn on tap>

= OUR CORE VALUE FOR
Year 6 will be learning about HTML coding, reviewing S P R I N G T E R M 2 | S

previous concepts and creating and styling tables. We will
also be having a workshop reminding children how to safe
online and exploring the risks of social media. R ESI LI E N C E
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KS1 & EYFS Parent Reading Morning

\ Eve ry Thursday from 8:40-9:10am Well done Our target is over 96%

#\ All parents and carers welcome!
* Magnolia - 96% * Yew - 97%

We are looking for Read with Me
volunteers at Willow Bank! These * 0
Hornbeam - 97%

volunteers will visit our Yr 1 & 2
classrooms and listen to our children
read.

Redwood - 95%
* Almond - 96%

If you are interested in volunteering with

us for 30 minutes or an hour each weekRk,

then please pop into the office to
express your interest and pick up our * Hazel - 99% * Walnut - 99%
application pack.

* Larch -96.5% *Sycamore-96°/o

)

=

i

|

eFGRI
vmddpa

yeo 08P
EI0VWXY.

A reminder that we have our Chance To Chat.

As a school we provide ongoing support for the children’s wellbeing and mental heath to which one of the methods
is they can fill out a form while in school to express their worries. The form then gets placed in the ‘Chance to chat’
box where it will be addressed by the wellbeing team.

We also have an online form which is located on the school website named ‘Chance to chat’.

The children can complete the form if they are worried about something or need some advice? A member of staff
will get back to the child at school.

Please copy the link below and paste in the search bar and it will direct you straight to the form.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MvrwWB2Z-rOgnuEuN-
giOI1CAPQCcOX4RFje43giTLLNUOESBWUFISE40V]BXODZYRVFITINXVzZZYNCQLQCNOPWcu

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity



7TH MARCH 2025 ISSUE 22

SEND Coffee morning

Dear Parents,

We invite you to meet with our SEND Team on Tuesday the 25th

March at 9am.
This is a great opportunity to share the SEN support across the

school and the local authority that may be available for your child.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Willow Bank

Primary School

WELCOME TO GIRLS ON THE SPECTRUM - BEXLE

-

//Gits on The specirum

Supporting Autistic Girls and their families
throughout the diagnosis process and
beyond.

We meet at St johns Welling, every other week. We hold
supportive, informative sessions for parent/carers and fun,
social sessions for the girls.

We've found that autistic girls mask so much but being
around like minded girls really helps them to socialise and
thrive.

i

www.facebook.com/gro
ups/girlsonthespectrum

bexley
www.bexleynas.co.uk/gots Gotsbexley@gmail.com
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Recommended Reads

Can't Not Won't by Elizn Fricker
Astory about o child who couldn't go to school,

Can't Not Won't is n relntable and insightful book that helps parents feel seen when denling
with school aveidance, It highlights the challenges of navigating health, social, and
educational aystem=. The book also includes guidanee for parents and professionals on hew

to best manage school avoidance,

A STORY ABOUT A CHILD
WHO GO TO SCHOOL
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