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We have had a fantastic ‘Reading for Pleasure Week’ filled with exciting activities to inspire a
lifelong love of books! The children started the week with a special assembly where staff shared
their favourite books and stories, sparking wonderful discussions and enthusiasm for reading.

@willowbankpri

Willow Bank Primary
willow_bank_primary

Dear Parents and Carers,

On Tuesday, our Buddy Reading session saw children enjoying stories together, fostering a sense
of community and shared enjoyment of literature. Yesterday, we celebrated World Book Day
with a jam-packed schedule of events. A huge thank you to all the parents who joined us for
our whole-school Parent Reading Morning—it was wonderful to see so many of you sharing the
joy of books with the children. The children also had a special story time with different teachers
and took part in our spectacular Vocabulary Parade, where they proudly showcased their
imaginative and creative outfits inspired by words.

In other news, eight of our Year 5 and Year 6 girls attended the Charlton Athletic National
Women's Day Event at Thamesmead Sporting Club, accompanied by Mrs Adeel and Mr Derenevsky.
They had a fantastic time meeting girls from other local schools, taking part in workshops, and
playing in a football tournament. Well done to all who participated!

A special thank you to everyone who entered our Extreme Reading photo competition! We have loved seeing
the unusual and creative places your children have been enjoying their books, from inside a wardrobe to
reading while doing gymnastics, at the shops, on the stairs, and even in the bath!

Today, we rounded off our Reading for Pleasure Week with the exciting WBP Masked Reader quiz. The children
have had great fun trying to guess which staff members were reading poems in disguise!

Proud to be part of

Best wishes,
Mrs Oldfield and the Willow Bank Team 

Looking ahead to next week, children in Years 2-6 will be completing their spring term assessments in
reading, writing, and maths. Teachers are also looking forward to meeting with parents during our
upcoming Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress and next steps. Please remember to book
your Parents’ Evening appointment via Arbor if you haven’t already.

https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Year 1

Year 2 Year 3

Year R

In Year 2, children develop their understanding of
algorithms by learning that they are sets of step-by-
step instructions. They explore how to create and follow
simple sequences, debug errors, and understand why
precise instructions are important in coding.  

This term, year 3 have started to explore the world of
coding! They have been using the app Swift Playgrounds.
Whilst using Swift, the children have started to learn the
fundamentals of coding and the importance of checking
their codes to ensure they work correctly. 

In Year 1 we revisited how to stay safe online by learning
about the importance of keeping personal information
private, recognising trusted adults, and knowing what to
do if they encounter something that makes them feel
uncomfortable. 
The children were then introduced to coding by learning
the basics of giving clear instructions to a computer.
They explored how commands are used to make
something happen, such as moving a character in a
game or drawing a shape. We then gave each other
using instructions using voice record! 

This week, the reception class has been focusing on a fun
and engaging math activity where we practiced matching
our number numerals to the correct amount of objects,
up to 20. Using the classroom whiteboard and iPads, the
children had the opportunity to explore numbers in an
interactive way. They worked on identifying the number
written as a numeral and then matched it with the
corresponding quantity of objects. This activity not only
helped them reinforce their understanding of numbers
but also allowed them to develop important counting
skills, visual recognition, and fine motor abilities. The use
of technology, like iPads, made the learning experience
even more engaging and dynamic, encouraging active
participation from every child.
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In year 5 we are exploring HTML functions. This week we
looked at a string of code and how to put it inside tags.

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

Year 4 Year 5

Year 6

This term, Year 4 has been exploring coding using Swift
Playgrounds! The children have been developing their
computational thinking skills by solving puzzles and
creating simple programs. 

Year 6 will be learning about HTML coding, reviewing
previous concepts and creating and styling tables. We will
also be having a workshop reminding children how to safe
online and exploring the risks of social media. 
 

OUR CORE VALUE FOR
SPRING TERM 2 IS

RESILIENCE  
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Well done Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 96% Yew - 97%

Hornbeam - 97% Redwood - 95%

Almond - 96%

Hazel - 99% Walnut - 99%

Larch -96.5% Sycamore - 96% 

`

Respect Integrity Kindness Resilience Aspiration Curiosity

We a r e  l ook i ng  f o r  Read  w i th  Me
vo lun t ee r s  a t  W i l l ow  Bank !  The se
vo lun t ee r s  w i l l  v i s i t  ou r  Y r  1  &  2
c la s s rooms  and  l i s t en  to  ou r  ch i l d r en
r ead .

I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  vo lun t ee r i ng  w i th
u s  f o r  30  m inu t e s  o r  an  hou r  ea ch  week ,
t hen  p l ea se  pop  i n to  t he  o f f i c e  t o
exp r e s s  you r  i n t e r e s t  and  p i c k  up  ou r
app l i ca t i on  pack .

 KS1 & EYFS Parent Reading Morning

Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers welcome! 

A reminder that we have our Chance To Chat.

As a school we provide ongoing support for the children’s wellbeing and mental heath to which one of the methods
is they can fill out a form while in school to express their worries. The form then gets placed in the ‘Chance to chat’
box where it will be addressed by the wellbeing team.
We also have an online form which is located on the school website named ‘Chance to chat’.
The children can complete the form if they are worried about something or need some advice? A member of staff
will get back to the child at school.

Please copy the link below and paste in the search bar and it will direct you straight to the form.
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=MvrWB2Z-r0qnuEuN-

giOI1CAPQc0X4RFje43giTliLNUOE5BWUFISE40VjBXODZYRVFITlNXVzZYNCQlQCN0PWcu

School Reminder
Children should not arrive earlier than 8.20am, for Bagel Breakfast club from 8.25am - 8.35am

School gates close at precisely 8:50am. After this time, entrance is via the school office 
and parents will need to sign your child/children in using the screen.
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