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@willowbankpri

Willow Bank Primary
willow_bank_primary

Dear Parents and Carers,

We hope this newsletter finds you well and that you've had the chance to hear all about the exciting events
taking place during our Storytelling Week. It was a week filled with enchanting moments, fostering a love for
reading and storytelling among our children.

Monday's Cosy Kick-off: To start the week, on Monday, children gathered in the hall
for a bedtime story read by their class teacher. The hall was transformed into a
magical setting, adorned with fairy lights and a warming fire, creating a truly cosy
atmosphere. 

Tuesday's Buddy Reading Session: Tuesday brought a unique experience for our students with a buddy reading
session. Children had the opportunity to share their favourite books with peers from another class, honing
their reading skills by practising aloud with expression and fluency. 

Wednesday's Teacher Swap: On Wednesday, teachers enjoyed swapping classes to read their favourite stories
to children across the school. It added a personal touch, allowing students to experience the joy of
storytelling from different perspectives.

Thursday's Record-Breaking Parent Reading Morning: A heartfelt thank you to all parents
who joined us on Thursday for our Parent Reading Morning. We were delighted to welcome a
record number of parents, and it was heart warming to see so many of you immersed in
books with your children. Your participation contributes immensely to instilling a love for
reading for pleasure.

Friday's Special Assembly: The week concluded with a special assembly where every class, including EYFS,
showcased their storytelling prowess. Using emojis, live actions, and creativity, each class retold their favourite
stories to the rest of the school, making for an entertaining and engaging end to Storytelling Week.

Exciting Outdoor Makeover: In addition to the captivating storytelling events, we are
thrilled to share that our outdoor area has undergone a remarkable makeover, thanks to  
the generous funding and dedicated workforce provided by Peabody. We look forward to
filling the new planters with vibrant flowers come spring, creating a beautiful and
inspiring environment for our school community.

http://www.woodlandacademytrust.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/willowbankpri
https://www.facebook.com/willowbankprimarysch/
https://www.instagram.com/willow_bank_primary/
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Thank you for your continued support in making Willow Bank Primary School a place where the magic of
storytelling and a love for learning thrive.

Kind regards,

Mrs Oldfield and the WBP Team 

Upcoming End of Term Reminder: As we approach the end of Spring 1, we'd like to remind you
that the last day of term for children is Thursday, 8th February.
Please note that Friday, 9th February, will be a professional learning day for our staff.

Next week we will have a special visitor from Children’s University. Louise Chalkley will talk to the children
about how they can earn credits through their clubs and visits that they participate in which will help them
graduate.

Children’s University is a charity that works in partnership with schools to develop a love of learning in
children. We do this by encouraging and celebrating participation in extra-curricular activities in and outside
of school. The impact of these activities is proven to be positive which is why we’re committed to creating a
level playing field of opportunity and opening up access to children of all backgrounds.

On Wednesday 7th February 2024, there is a parent workshop at 8:50am in the main hall.  Please come along
to meet with Louise and find out more about how you can add activities to your child’s profile which will count
towards their university passport.

A reminder that we have our Chance To
Chat.

All our children are able to write a slip
and post it thought the box, which is
checked by the well-being team.

Each child is given a certain amount of
time to talk to a member of wellbeing. In
this time children are free to talk about
what ever they wish. 

This gives each and every child to get
that 1:1 time.
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Year 1 Reception class 

Year 2

This term in Science the children in Year 1 have been
exploring the topic of Seasons. The children had the
opportunity to create their own rain gauges using
plastic bottles, The children will then use these rain
gauges for their scientific investigation where they
will be checking (daily) and measuring the amount
of rain that falls on each day and record their
findings in a table.

In Year 2 our topic is animals
including humans. We began
our topic by identifying
objects that are living and
non-living. We then explored
the different animal groups,
identifying similarities and
differences between them.
We have also been learning
about the lifecycles of both
animals and humans. 

In year 3, we have been looking
at animals including humans.
Our focus this term has been to
identify the three different
skeleton types. Firstly, we needed
to recognise the characteristcs of
each skeleton type. Secondly, we
needed to classify different
species of animals based on their
skeleton’s characteristics.

Year 3

This week Magnolia have been experimenting with
different materials to make houses for the Three
Little Pigs. Did their house stay up after the Big Bad
Wolf huffed and puffed? We made sure we used
heavy and hard materials to keep the pigs safe. 
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Year 4

Year 6

Year 5

In year 5 we have been investigating forces and
applying our knowledge through experimentation.
This week we were investigating the effect that
changing the surface area of a parachute would have
on the rate of descent.

In Year 6, students delve into the fascinating world
of evolution and inheritance, unravelling the secrets
of life's diverse tapestry. From the awe-inspiring
process of natural selection to the inheritance of
traits that shape living organisms, young minds
explore the interconnected web of life. Year 6
students developed a profound understanding of
how species evolve over time and how traits are
passed down from one generation to the next. 

Exciting news from Year 4's science class! This term,
our budding scientists are delving into the fascinating
world of sound. They've been busy exploring how
different instruments produce various pitches of sound.
From tinkling triangles to booming drums, they're
discovering the secrets behind the music we love. Stay
tuned for more updates on their scientific journey!

OUR CORE VALUE FOROUR CORE VALUE FOROUR CORE VALUE FOR   
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KINDNESSKINDNESSKINDNESS   
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Well done to: Our target is over 96%

Magnolia - 94.0% Yew - 90.0%

Hornbeam - 89.0% Redwood - 93.0%

  Laburnum - 92.0% Almond - 93.0%

Hazel - 95.0% Walnut - 92.0%

Larch - 91.0% Sycamore - 98.5% 

`

                            Key Dates

Next week:

Tuesday 06/02/2024: - Coffee morning Speech And
Language Team Coffee morning for Y1, Y2, Y3
parents.

Thursday 08/02/24: - Y6 Sycamore class Sharing
Assembly. 

Youth Unity Workshops for Y6

Also last day of term

Forthcoming date:

Monday 19/02/2024:  - First day of Spring 2 term 
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W e a r e  l ook i ng  f o r  Read  w i th  Me  vo l un t ee r s
a t  W i l l ow  Bank !

The se  vo l un t ee r s  w i l l  v i s i t  ou r  EYFS ,  KS1  and
KS2  c l a s s rooms  and  l i s t en  to  ou r  ch i l d r en
r ead .

I f  you  a r e  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  vo l un t ee r i ng  w i t h  u s
fo r  30  m i nu t e s  o r  an  hou r  ea ch  week ,  t hen
p l ea se  pop  i n to  t he  o f f i c e  t o  e xp r e s s  you r
i n t e r e s t  and  p i c k  up  ou r  app l i c a t i on  pack .

EYFS and KS1 Parent Reading Morning

Every Thursday from 8:40-9:10am

All parents and carers
welcome! 
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